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WASHINGTON.

“LIBERTY AND UNION, NOW AND FOREVER, OBE ABM
INSEPARABLE."

THURSDAY, JUNE 4, 1863,

IMPERIAL DEMOCRACY.

It may be koown to most readers that the pre-
sent Corps Legislatif of the French Empire has
been dissolved by the expiration of its term, and
that new members are to be elected by the people
on the 31st of May and the 1st of Juae, the polls
being kept open during two days for the reception
and registry of votes. The suffrage is universal,
and the aggregate number of the electors amouuts
to about ten millions. They vote by seeret ballot
and not viva voce.

In anticipation of the elections which impend,
Mr. F. vr PERs1aNY, the Minister of the Interior,
has issued a circular letter, under date of the 8th
instant, addressed to the Prefects of the Kmpire,
apprizing them of the conditions uader which the
elections are to be held and of the prineiples which

-are to serve as their guide in presiding over this
renewed appeal of the present Emperor to the
people of France. This circular is interesting
for the light it sheds on the manner in which the
right of popular suffrage is understood by the Go-
vernment and exercised by the people of France.
Interesting in itsell, as. being an attempt to com-
bine the popular institutes of universal suffrage
with the rigid formas of imperialism, it is also in-
teresting for the comparison which Mr. de Persig-
ny suggests to the disadvantage of the French as
compared with the Fnglish people, when he states
that the former must acoept this franchise under cer-
tain limitations and restrictions to which the latter
are not subjeot, because of the greater stability at-
taching to the foundations of political power
in England, where no strife of parties relates to the
form or substance of the Government. If in
France, as in Great Britain, parties were divided
only as to the conduct of affairs, while remaining
equally loyal to the fundamental institutions of
the realm, the Government of the Kmperor,
says the Minister, could limit itself, in all eleo-
- tions, to the simple function of » spectator mark-
ing the struggle of diverse opinions. But in s
country which, after so many convulsions, has not
‘been firmly established on its present basia more
than ten years, this regular play of parties, which,
among the British people, “so happily fecundates
the publie liberties,” could not be as yet imitated
without prolongitg the spirit of revolation and
compromising the cause of civil liberty. For in
France, he adds, there are  parties ”” which have
pot yet emerged from the temper or postponed the
aims of “ faction.” Formed from the wreck of
fallen Governments, and still surviving, though
more and more weakened daily by the lapse of
time, which alone can cause them to disappear,
they seek to strike at the heart of established
institutions in France only in order to pervert
their genius, and invoke the maxims of liberty
only 1o turn them to the destruction of the State.

1t is under these circumstances and with these
views that M. de Persigny addresses the following
instruetions to the Prefeots of the Empire :
““ Give free to all csodidstes to asnounce them-
selves and to pubﬁ-h and disseminate their political creeds
and their electoral fickets according to the forms pre-
seribed by law. Keep a vigilant eye to the waintenance
of order and to tie regularity of the electoral ons.
It is for all & right for you a duty to resist with energy
all disloyal manceovres, all intrigue, surprise, and frand, w
“order to insure p iblic liberty, and to preserve the purity
of the elective frunchise alike in the reception avd count-
ing of the voles.

“The suffrage is (ree. But, io order that the good faith
of the people may not be deceived by artifices of Inogunge
wr equivocal professions of faith, yoa will pub'icly desig-
nate, ns in preceding elections, the candidatesin w the
Government most confides. Let the people know who are
the friends and who the adversaries, more or less disguised,
of the Empire, and then let them 1mmm in all free-
dom, but with & perfect anderstanding of the facts in the
oane."

© Tt furtber appears from the circular of M. de
Persigny that the Government has recommended
for re-election the great majority of the members
of the late Corps Legislatif as beiog men of “ap-
proved devotion, and who, before receiviog the pa-
tronage of the Administration, had been already
desigoated by the partiality of their fellow-citi-
zens.”” If ceitsin deputies “among the num-
ber of those who haye voted against the opinion
of the Government in a matter of importance
are found no longer to share the official pa-
tronage,”’ it is not to be presumed, M. de Persigny
blandly says, ‘“that their vote has cntered at all
into the decision made in such cases.” [If this is
to be taken literally the French people must indeed
have great faith in the judicial impartiality of their
ruler.

Thisexposition of ‘“electoral operations” in France
is full of instraction to the student of politics who
is acoustomed to trace the working of institatiovs,
‘whether popular or imperial, under their different
ysanifestations. Institutes which are the offspring
of demoeracy do not scem to be altogether at home
in the nest of the imperial eagle. Kapecially do we see
how hard it is to exercise the prerogatives of frecmen
in a country where even the forms of freedom, such
aa they are, have been rather given as the boous of
yesterday than received as the priceless heritage
won by ancestral valor and handed piously down
from to generation until they bave be-

come familiar and dear as household words. Be-

tween institutions cstablished by the favor of a
wovereign and those which are the on‘growth of
mpational tendencies and the consummate fl wer
of national traditions, there is all the differcnce
ghat exists between the frail exotic of the hot-
thouse and the giant oak of the primeval forest

We see, too, in the prudential ménagements
with which the French Minister thinks it proper
to hedge about the right of suffrage in France
solemn warning sgninst imperialism on the one
hand and faction on the other. If the Frepch
people still need to be guided bylhf!‘knﬁn'g
o vings of the Government in the exeroise of this
fran_ ohise, it is, says M. de Persigny, because they
have not yet learned, like their British neighbors,
w0 to disc iminate between politioal discussions and
revolutiona.”y ogitations as to be sble at all times
to give full s0pe to the former without incurring
the danger of ‘the latter. And this admonition,
an it mow contes fo us, the lineal descendants
of this same Briti'h race, amid scenes of political

war, oan hardly be resd by the most thoughtiess
without s feeling of regrst mingled with self-

| reproach. And smong sll the theoreticsl snoma-

lies and practical derangements ioflicted vu our
political system by the heresy and erime of seces-
sion, there is no evil that threatens to be more
wide-spread and enduring than the shoek it hus
given to the unifurmity of our political traditions,
by breaking down the mounds and dykes within
which all the political thought sad activity of the
country formerly moved, making glad the land,
whose peace flowed liké a river in spite of the
turbid agitations stirred by the spirit of party.
Now that the bitter waters of strife have broken
from their proper embankments, they vot ouly cast
up wire and dirt, but have opened an issue of blood
in the body politie, and where is the angel who
shall descend to impart healing to the slready trou-
bled pool or bid its surging waters return within
their appointed bounds?

DEFEND THE RIGHT.

The profound sensibility of the public mind to

the illegal proceedings of Gen. Buraside in the
military arrest, trial, and conviction of a citizen of
Ohio for an offence which, under recent statutes,
is made cognizable by the courts of the United
States, has been sufficiently demonstrated during
the lust two weeks. And in view of this expres.
sion of popular opinion, we think there is little
danger that this anomalous oese will be recorded
for a precedent. It will rather stand ss a warning
t>all who way be tempted in a gimilar manner
to allow their zeal to outrun their discretion in the
military service of their country, whose loyal popu-
lation, in waging a war for the maintenance of
law and order in the Sonth, do not wish to see the
reign of arbitrary power established at their own
doors, and this without the plea of ¢ necessity,”
which the last Congress took away by ite statutes
made and provided to meet just such emergencies
a3 (en. Burpside assumed to settle by the sum-
mary prooess of court-martial.
Among the indications of public opinion on this
question perhaps none is more significant than
that afforded by’the discussions had in the recent
convention of “Loyal Leagues” which ‘met at
Utiea, New York, a few days ago. The moral of
these discussions is drawn to this effeet by that
considerate Administration journal, the Boston
Daily Advertiser, a paper which always treats the
constituted authorities with the respect that is due
to them, but whieh, in its comments on publie
affairs, seeks also to remember what is due to it-
self and to truth. Like ourselves the Advertiser
is supposed by some people to be a little ¢ old-
fashioned,” and it is very possible that those who
moke a merit of giving an ‘unquestioning sup-
port” to the Administration may think it a great
superfluity that any body, in his love of country
or his respect for law, should be anxious to have
the constituted authorities always in the right,
when to “ unquestioning '’ supporters it must be
» matter of indifference whether the Administra-
tion is in the right or in the wrong.

After reciting the purport of the proceedings
had in the Utica Convention, and after stating
that the committee on resolutions did not abandon
the attempt to procure from the meeting a formal
condemnation of the illegal proceedings of Gen.
Burnside, until the fact had been developed that
besides the committee a large section of the Con-
vention was in favor of this expression of opinion,
and that a portion of the remainder probably re-
garded the position taken in the resolutions as
right, but were reluctant even to seem to censure
an aet which the Administration, in full view of
its responsibilities and with undoubted purity of
intention, had geen fit to sustain, our Boston con-
temporary proceeds as follows :

“'We must also eall attention to the fact that of the
publie journals which support the Administeation, in the
middle of the Enstern States, only a very small part have
been willing to eommit thamselves in favor of the aetion taken
in this case ; others bave done so only upon the avowed
principle of supporting whatever decision might be arrived
at by the Administration ; while many, and we think the
majority, including ns well those of radieal tendencies ns
those which favor & conservative poliey, bave openly ex-
ressed their regret. Ouly one Administration journal in
ew York for example, the Times, hias been willing to en-
dorse the wisdom of the sction in this case, . At the West,
approval is more comwon; but we do not know that,
fairly eonsidered, thie would be held to be n very authori-
tative endorsement.

“ Tt is not & gratetul task for us to rehearse even these
qualified sirictures upon the course which the Guvernment
has thought it best to pursue. Buat it has seemed to us to
be our duty, before dismissing this subject, to point out
that the friendn of the Administeation do not look with in

diffsrence upon any error, however well meant, which
tonds to the establishment of precedents injurious to our
libertien and Lhe security of our institutions ; and that in
this particular case, & large portion of them, 10 say the
least—and those neither the least active nor the least de-
serving of consideration—apprehend that the necessity for
the action resolved upon was not so obvious as to free the
example from danger. The fact is one which wise atates-
men will not fail to note and to appreciate as it deserves."

OUR BLOCKADING FLEET.

According to an official report made to Rear
Admiral Davis, the line of coast guarded by our
blockading fleet is three thousand five hundred and
forty-nine miles long, withcut counting the inden-
tations of the harbors and ports. And in this
coast there are one hundred and eighty-nine open-
ings, either rivers, bays, harbors, inlets, sounds, or
Ppasses.

The mere statement of these facts will suffice to
give the reader some idea of the magvitnde of the
operations condueted by the Navy Department un-
der this head alose. The efficiency with which
they are conducted is sufficiently attested by the
price of all imported articles in the South, and
may also be read from time to time in the proceed-
ings of our Prize Courts. The difficulty of effec-
tively guarding the Southern coast has resulted
not only from its great extent and from the num-
ber of its openings, but has been still further en-
hanced, as a New York contemporary suggests, by
the enterprise and ingenuity of the foreign traders,
who, enticed by the hope of commercial gain, have
constructed swift-going steam vessels for the pur-
pose of eludiog our cruisers, and finding access to
the osoluded ports. Yetin spite of these difficulties
the blockade commends itself to the justice of all
maritime nations ns being “effective’ in the fullest
sense of the term.

NEW_ HAMPSHIRE.
The official canvass of the votes cast for members of
Congress in this State show the following resnlts:

Digte.  Republicans, Democratic.
I..Jul'l Irh- 1 Daoiel M ¢ .'rm.om
9. lt.g Rilhns .- 10} Jobn H. George - 0,990
9. J. W. Patterson 10M7 Willinm Barna - - 10571

- 12,829

strife that have degvierated into flagrant oivil

—
Total Rep. vole 93201 Demoaratie
. Republican majority in the Stats 662

THE WORDS OF A GOOD MAN.

Montesquien has said shat private and public
virtue is wot only the foundation of Republics, but
the condition of their existence. The logio of the
proposition commends itsell to every thoughtful
wind, and its truth has been demonstrated by the
expericuce and observation of men throughout all
sges. As Burke was wont to say, with that sound
politieal philosophy which interpenetrates all bis
political writings, men are qualified for civil liberty
in exact proportion to their disposition to put moral
chaios on their own appetites; in proportion as
their love of justice is above theif rapacity; in
proportion as their sounduess and sobriety of un-
derstanding are above their vanity and presump-
tion ; in proportion as they are more disposed to
listen to the counsels of the wise and good than to
lend an ear to the flattery of the demagogues who
are to the mob what courtiers are to the monarch.

The counsels of the wise and good are always
timely, and our eye haviog a few days ago fallen
on the subjoined observations of the late Dr
CHANNING, we determined to cite them as the ad-
monitory words of one whose intellect was as en-
lightened as his heart was warm and patriotic :

“The great distinetion of a nation—the only one worth
after it all other

possersing, and which blesuings—is
the yw:‘llemnfplu iple smong the citizevs. I
with to belgng to & Btate in the character and institutions

L]

the world its debtor
example of virtuous freedowm.
wh}:{l: worships uulthl..llhl =
which intrigne bears rule: in which patriotism borrows

zeal from the prospect of office; in which b yeo-
phbants th with supplication all the
State; in which publie men bear the brand
und the seat of government is s nuvisome

licentionsness and publie aorr.l'?ﬂnl
G B e
I ask, does our I generous s .
alt ua in mlfy spirit, in public virtue, above countries
trodden under foot by despotism? Tell me vot of the ex-
tent of our country. I eare not how large it is, if it -
ﬂy degenernte men. B:ul not of our X
one of & poor people, n in wasoers,
God, and respecting selves, than
country which knows no bigher good than
:stly do I‘:uiu nt:‘mil country, M“
Surope with an u servility, it may
rnrter::f ite own, og to the freedom
ity of our institutions. Eu in
is enough. How much to be in it separated
as we are from the enstern continent by an ocean, we
should be still more widely separated by simplicity of man-
ners, by domestie purit; .J.mwml piety, by reverence for
humen pature, by morsl independence, thatand: 'lbl
subjection to tashion, snd that debilitating n-uditkt ich
characterize the most civilized of the Old World '
Of this eountry, I may ssy, with peculiar empbaxsis, that its
happinese is bound up in its virtue "'

§

STRENUOUS DULLNESS.'

The laws cited by us a few days sgo as having
been enscted by the last Congress to meet such
cases as those created by the charge and specifica-
tions brought sgainst Mr. Vallandigham, were so
explicit and precise in their terms that they were
not capable of being misunderstood by any body
who can read. In quoting these statutes we as-
sumed that, in the multiplicity of their duties, the
President and Gen. Burnside had equally forgot-
ten that there were any such enactments made and
provided to meet the “emergency” produced by
the intemperate speeches of Mr. Vallandigham in
Ohio or of Mr. Wendell Phillips in New York.

The great mass of our contemporaries, where they
have taken any notice of the matter, concur with
the opinion exprcssed by the New York Evening
Post when it said, with these statutes before it,
that there was “no escape from the plain demands
of the law, even if there were a desire to do so.”
The law may be forgotten or disregarded, but it
cannot be mistaken.

We find, however, in the columns of the Cin-
cinpati Gazette a vigorous attempt to simulate
opacity on this subject, but, with all his efforts to
do some violence to his understanding, the writer
succeeds only in demonstrating his inability to im-
pose on his own intelligence the obfuscations with
which he seeks to dim the vision of less sagacious
readers.

The only other ease of strenuous dullness which
has come under our notice on this point is that of
a correspondent who writes for the New York
Times from ¢ The Beeches,” (wherever that is,)
under the signature of ¢ Veteran Observer,” and
who, in a recent communication to that journal,
endeavors to wystify himself, if not the subject,

s follows :

“ The Intelligencer quotes the Statutes of the last Con-
gress to show that Congress bad conferred full jurisdiotion
over this case, and directed the courts how to proceed.
True. But the mistake of the Intell ia in assuming
that, because Congrees had conferrcd this Jurisdietion on
the civil eourts, that, therefure, it took from military com-

ra military courta their power sod jurisdiction
io matters which were necessary to the purposes of war,
1t did oo such thing. Let me say, it is not in the constitu-
tional power of Congress to do that. War onee having
been declared, the President alone is charged with the
mode and wensure of ite execution, and it iv not in the
power of Coogress to cut down the Executive power over
the proceedings of the army in the least particular.”

Here is logic. The last Congress pussed laws
conferring on the courts full jurisdiction over
«this ease.”” 'The President, who is the head of
the Kxecutive Government, approved these laws.
In the first case that brings them to public know-
ledge they are disregarded and set aside by military
force, and this because the President, says a ¢ Vete-
ran Observer,” signed laws which were * unoconsti-
tutional” in the limitations they impose on his bel-
ligerent authority. It is not in the power of the
Congress,” he adds, “to cut down the Executive
power over the proceedings of the army in the least
particular.”” What a vast mass of legislation en-
soted by the last Congress this lumingus declara-
tion sweeps away! Under it the maxim that
¢ the King can do no wrong”’ will held good of our
President a8 long as he has an army in the field.
Fortunately, we have in Mr. Liocoln a President
who, if liable like other men to lapses of memory
or errors of judgment, bas perspioacity enough to
preserve him from being beguiled by such sophisms,

SUMMARY OF EVB“NG"I"BHII:O% MAY.
Ocoupation of Chancellorsville, Va.
Hattls of Port Gibson, Miss,
Battle of Chancelloraville.
Storming of Marye’s Hill and oapture of Frade.
rickaburg BOI'{:I.
Cal. Grierson arrives at Baton b
The rebels retreat from the N d.
Capture of Col. Straight’s forees near Rume, Ga.
Gen. Bedgwick retreats across the Rappahannock.
near Chancelloraville.
mm-:. the Rappubannock

2-3,
2.

: ’
. Battle of B'ack River Bridgs, Mias.
Cuptare of Halobs's Blaft.

Batt'o of Austrin, Miss.

Battle of Gum Swamp, N. ¢

THE EARTH'S LAST GREAT SECRET.

‘The discovery of the sources of the Nile is pro-
perly treated by our intelligent contemporaries a8
one of those events which mark an epoch in the
progress of human knowledge.

It has been given to the present sge to solve this
interesting geographical problem, ss also that of the
Northwest passage ; aud although in neither case
do the discoveries which have been made promise
much direct prastical advantage to wankind, who
would be williog to spare from the records of he-
roic achicvement the narrative which recites the
¢ patient search and vigil long” of the brave and
constant men who have finally succeeded in pluck-
ing from the earth the heart of these great myste-
ries, sud in thus extending the boundaries of
koowledge ? One by one the great riddles of Tel-
lus have been guessed, until only a few years ago
one of the most industrious of American travellers
could say that “since Columbus first looked upon
San Balvador the earth had but one emotion of
triumph left in her bestowal, and that she resery-
ed for him who shall drink from the fountains of
the White Nile.” It has been given to Captain
Speke, an Englishman, to realize this ultimate
“emotion,” as from the depths of an unknown
land be cries Eureka !

As might have been expected, this achievement
forms no exception to the general rule which de-
mands enthusiasm combined with fortitude as the
condition of success in any undertaking of high
emprise. [o a letter addressed to Sir Roderick
Murchison, printed in the Koglish journals re-
ccived by the last mail from Kurope, the fortunate
discoverer writes : '

“1 snid I would do it, and I bave done it. The Vieto
ria Nyarza is the great reservoir of the sscred Buhr el
Abiad, (White Nile.)"

The Morning Chronicle announces its purpose to * take
an eatly ocoasion to show that the same spint which in-
duced Gen. Lafsyette to deplore the Intelligencer's indif-
ference to the cause of liberty nearly forty years ago ani-
mates and coutrols it to-day when 1he nation implores the
sid and counsel of all its citizens.” We are glad to see
that our neighbor intends at lesst to pay  tribute to the
Intelligencer's consisteney in ** the esuse of liberty,” by
showing that its present course is in the line of the tradi-
tions which bave marked ita charscter for the last forty
years. If we are unable to return the compliment which
the Chronicle proposes to pay to our consistency “in the
cause of liberty,” it in only because we remember too well
the ** unquestioning” devotion of its conductor, down to
very recent day, to the “ cause of slavery’—a fact which
we adduce not s0 much o his repronch ss because the
recency of his conversion serves to explain his present
“ unquestioning”” zeal in the cause of “ freedom” as well
e the umbrage be naturally takes at & uniformity of poli-
tical conduet running through forty years. Notwithstand
ing the completeness and celerity with which he has exe-
culed the difficult Irish performance of * turning his back
on himself,” we do not for a moment doubt that he is just
as honest in now fghting for the enuse of “ emancipa-
tion™ as he formerly was in fighting for the extension of
' humsn bondage.”

RETALIATORY LETTER OF GEN. HUNTER.

Our latest accounts from Port Roysl are to the 20th
ultimo Gen. HUNTER had issued an order drafling ioto
the military service all able-bodied men, not in the employ
of the Government, who may be found in the department
aflor the 15th of June. The following letter from him to
Gea. Jefferson Davis in also published :

HeADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SouTH,
Port . 8. C., April 23, 1863.
JEFPERSON Davis, Ric , Va.

The United States flag must protect all its defenders,
white, black, or yellow. Beveral negroes in the employ of
the Government, in the Western t, bave been
cruelly murdered by your authorities, and others sold into
slavery. Every outrage of this kind against the laws of
war and bumanity, whieh mrm in this Depart-
ment, shall be foliowed by the i iate execution of the
rebel of highest rank in mgr-im: maa for mau, these
executions will certainly place, for every one mur-
dered, or sold inlo slavery worse thsn death. On your
suthorities will rest the mhi:i‘tgnl baving insugurated
this barbarous policy, and you be responsible,
mi' world and the world to come, for all the blood thus

In the month of August lsst you declared all those en-
g:‘od in arming the negroes to fight for their country to
felons, and directed the immediate execution of all such
a8 should be captured. 1 bave given you long enough to
reflect an your tolly. I now give you notice that, unloss
this order s immediately revoked, / will at once cause the
erecution of every vebil officer and every rebel slaveholder in
my possession. T'bia state of things may be kindly or-
dered by un all-wise Providence to induce the good people
of the North to net enrvestly and to realize that they are
at war. Thousands of lives may thus be saved.
‘T'he poor negro is fighting for liberty in its truest sense ;
snd Mr. Jefferson bas beautitully y “in such n war
there is no attribute of the Almighty which will induce him
to fight on the wide of the oppressor.”” You say you are
fighting for liberty. Yes, you are ting for hiberty—
Il:orl.y to keep four millions of your w-beings in igno-
rance and degradation—liberty to separste parents aod
children, husband and wife, brother and sister—liberty to
steal the products of their lsbor, exseted with mauny a
cruel lash and bitter tear—liberty to seduce their wives
and duughters, and to sell your own childred int » bondage—
liberty to kill these children with impunity when the
murder ¢annot be proven by one of pare white blood. This
is the kind of hberty—the liber y to do wrong—which
Batsn, ehief of the I‘nﬁu sngels, was contending for when
he was cast into hell.
I bave the hovor to be, very respectfully, your mest
obedient servant,

D. HUNTER, Major Gen. Commanding.

FROM EUROPE.

New YoRrk, JONE 3.—The steamer Persia has arrived,
bringing Liverpool adviees to the 234 ultimo.
Hooker's retreat stiracts wmuch comment
rally regarded as & misorable failure.
There is nothiog new in European politics. Parlinment
ia not in session.
The party who was alleged to be a Federal recruiting
agent in the county of Cork turns out to be a swindler, aod
at last accounts had decamped.
It is snnonnced that the eargoes of the ships Nora, Lou
isa Hatch, and Charles Hill, bound from England to the
Enst Indies, and destroyed by the Alsbama, were shipped
by a consignee to British subjects. A letter from the eaptain
of the ship Norn, burned by the Alabams off Pernambueco,
states that he informed Semmes that his cargo was British,
as did also the captain of the ship Chas. Hill ; but the pirate
burned them neverthe'ess. The British Government, it i
supposed, will instantly take aetion in the matter,
The French electoral contest is waxing warmer The
opposition candidates are daily inoreasing. Persigny, in »
letter to the Prefoct of the Beine, denounces Thiers as be-
ing connected with the avowed enemies of the Emperor.
The Bourse is flat.

Polish affsirs remain noe . Engagements conti
nue frequent, and there is no diminution of the insurgents.

It ia reported that Russin has oalled upon Prussia for mili-
tary assistance.

IMPORTANT REPORTS FROM MEXICO.

—

New Yok, Juse 1.—The steamer Shelldrake, from
Havana on the 26th of May, arrived this afternoon.

An extra of the Havana Diario, of the 26th, received by
the Shelldrake, reports the arrival st Havana of a Fiench
war steamer, the Darien, from Vera Cruz, with important
despatches from Gen. Forey, annonncing the ocoupation of
Puebla by the foreed undar his command. The prisoners
inclode Ortega and twenoly-threa other Generals, and nine
bundred minor oficers and seventoen thousand men.

It appesrs that on the 16th, Forey opened with heavy
artillery on fort Tobemempunoan, and on the next day u
breach was efipcted. The French troops then made an ns-
sault, and, overcoming a desparate resistance, entersd ths

It is gene-

plazs, when Ortega surrendered noconditionally. On the

J0th one division of the French army atarted for the City I
of l_[uico.

THE WAR.

We have oo lster news from Vicksburg. Richmond
popers of Mondsy contain no vews from the Bouth later
then Lins beeu slready published.

We leara that Col. Kilpatrick's expedition to Urbans
returued to the Rappabannock on Tuesday. The cavalry
and lufantry composing it destroyed s large smount of
rebel stores wud brought safely away seversl hundred

borses. The gunboats, it is represented, performed wu
importast part in diivieg the rebels sawsy from the shore.
The latter, it appears, made a bold atlempt to recapture
& part of the appropriated property, but were frusteated.
The raid was highly successful.

NAVAL EXPEDITION AGAINST YAZOO CITY.

Fracsme Brack Hawk,
Mississippi Squadron, near Vicksburg, May 25.
Hon. GipeoN WELLES, Secretary of the Navy.
Sir: I have the honor to inform you that the expedition
I sont up the Yazoo, under command of Lieut. Commander
Walker, ufter taking posssesion of the forts st Haines'
Bluff, was perfectly suceessful. Three powerful steamer
raws were destroyed at Yazoo City, one a monster three
buvdred aud ten feet long, seventy feet besw, to be cov-
ered with 4-ineh iron plates. A fise navy yard, with wa-
chive shopa of all kinds, saw wills, blacksmith shops, &e.
were buroed up. The property destroyed and cap'ured
smounted to over two millions of dollars. Had the mon-
ster ram been finished she would bave given us some trou-
ble. One battery was destroyed at Drury’s Bluf. Our
loss ou the expedition was one killed and seven wounded.

: DAvip D. PorTER,
Acting Rear Admiral, Com'y Mississippi Squadron.

NAVAL OPERATIONS AT VICKSBURG.

DESPATCHES TO THE SECRETARY OF NAVY.

MississiFpPl BQUADRON,
Flag Ship Black Hawk, May 28, 1863,
Hon. GipeoN WELLES, Beoretary of N‘vy.

Sir : Ono the eveniog of the 21st I received a communi.
cation from Gen. Grant informing me that he intended to
attack the whole of the rebel works at 10 A. M. the next
day, and ssking me to shell the batteries from 9 30 uutil
10330 A. M. to annoy the garrison.

I kept six mortars playing rapidly on the works and
town all night; sent the Benton, Mound City, and Caron-

delet up to shell the water batteries and other places where | 87

troops might be resting during the night.

At seven o'clock in the morning the Mound City pro-
ceeded across the river and made an attack on the bill bat
teries oppodite the canal. At B o’clock I joined with the
Benton, Tuscumbia, and Carondelet. All thess vessels
opened on the hill batteries and fioally silenced them,

t.ho:fh the main work (on the blt.tercy containig the beavy
rifl "l“) was done by the Mound City, Lieut. Com. By-
ron Wilson.

I theu pushed the Benton, Mound City, and Carondelet
up to the whter batteries, leaving the Tuscumbia, which is
still out of repair, to keep the bill batteries from firing on
our vessels after they had passed by,

The three gunboate passed up slowly, owing to the
strong current, the. Mound City leading, the Benton fullow-
ing, and the Carondelet astern. The water batteries open-
ed furiously, supported by a hill battery on the starboard
beam of the versels The veesels advanced to within four
hundred and forty yards, (by our marks,) and returned the
fire for two hours without cessation—the enemy's fire be
ing very aceurate and incessant.

inding that the hill batteries bebind us were silenced,
I ordered up the Tuscumbin to within eight hundred
yards of the batteries, but ber turret was soon made un-
tenable, not standing the enemy's shot, and T made her
drop down,

1 bad been engaged with the forts an hour longer than
Gen. Grant asked ; the vessels had all received severe shots
under water, which we could not stop while in motion ;
and not knowing what might have delayed the movements
of the army, I ordered the vessels to drop out of fire, which
the’l' did in & cool, handsome manner.

his was the hottest fire the guoboats have ever been
under, but owing to the water being more on a level with
them than usual, the gunboats threw in their shell so fast
that the aim of the enewy was not very good. The enemy
hit the vessels a number of timees, but fighting bow on the
shot did but little dsmage—not a man was killed and only
a few wounded. I had only enough smmunition for a few
moments longer, and set all hands to work to fill up from
our depot below.

After dropping back I found that the enemy had taken
possession again of one of the lower hill batterier, and was
endeavoring to remount his guns, and bad mounted a twelve
pounder field to fire at Gen. MoArthur's troops,
which bad lunded & short time before st Warreaton, I
sent the Mound City and Carondelet to drive him off,
which they did in & few moments, * * *

I beg leave to enclose a letter from Gen, MeArthur ex-
plaining why be did not (to use Lis own expression ) take
sdvantage of the resulis gaived by the gunbosts. I have
since learned through Gen. Grant that the srmy did as-
sault st the right time vigorously. In the noise and smoke
we could not see or hear it. The gunboats were, there-
fore, still fighting when the assault bad proved unsue-
cesslul

The army hnd terrible work before them, and are fight-
ing as well as soldiers ever fought before, but the works
are stronger than sny of us dreamed of. Gen. Grant snd
his soldiers are confident that the brave and energetie
Generals in the army will soon overcome all obstacles and
carry the worke. * * *

Daviv D. PorTER,
Acting K. A., Com. Mississippi Squadron.

LOSS OF THE GUNBOAT CINCINNATIL
Mississippi Szudmn. Flag-skip Black Hawl,
car Vicksburg, May 27, 1563,
BiR : Awmidst our successes 1 regret to report ANy re
vorses, but we esnnot expect to conquer a plnee like this
witbout some loss. At the urgent request of Gens. Grant
and Sherman 1 sent the Cincinuati to enfilade sowe rifla-
pite which barred the progress of the left wing of the
army. Gen. Sherman supposed that the enemy hind re.
moved bis beavy guns to the rear of the city. On the con-
Leary, he seemed to have placed more on the water side
than usual. The Cinecinnati was sunk, and went down in
shonl water with ber flag flyi The enemy still fired ou
bier, but the flag was not hauled down. Twenty-five were
killed and wounded, and fifteen missing; the latter sup-
posed to ve drowned. The vessel can be raised. The pilot
was killed early in the sction. = * * =
Davip D. PORTER,
A.R. A., Com, Mirs. Squadron.

THE ARREST OF MR. VALLANDIGHAM.

—

PuitangrLraia, JUNE 1,—The meeting to-night in Tn-
dependencas Bquare te protest sgaiost the arrest of Mr.
Vallandigham was largely sttended and quite euthusiastic
About ten thousand pereons were assembled.

Judge Ellis Lowis occupied the ohair. Speeches were

made by Ex-Senstor Bigler, Ex-Congressman Biddle,
Chas J. Logersoll, and others. The Iatter counselled obe-
dienoe to the lsws and constitutional authorities, but re-
sintance to any attempt to control the ballot-box.
Resolutions were sdopted declaring the arrest and ban-
ishment of Vallandigham as an act of violence, t+ which
the Ameriean will not and ought not to submit, and
thut the remecy is at the ballot box at the cowing election,
when the State suthority will be reatored to the hauds of
the Demooratio &a‘rty It wns also resolved that it in our
firm beliel that design of the authorities at Washing-
ton is by military aggression to provoke an apology for a
further aggression on our liberties. That it is only by the
ballot-bx that we ean look for permanent relief,

A RADICAL DEMOCRATIC PEACE MEETING.

New York, JuNe 3—A Peace Convention was held
this afternoon in the Cooper Institute The prineipal
speaker was Fernando Wood. The resolutions declare
fealty to the Coastitution and to the sovere oty of the
States and of the people: that under the Constitution
there is o power to coeree the Btates or any of them by
wilitary fores; that the war s contrary to the Constitu-
tion, and sbould ba put an end to; that attempta to do
nwny with the provisions of the Constitution which puint
oul bow erimes sre to be punished, are high banded viols.
tions of the solemn duties of our rulers; that the olaim of
diotatorial and unlimited military power and trial of citi-
zens by eourte-martial are monstrous and exearable ; that
the dogma of unlimited submission to the K xecutive branch
of the Government is unworthy an American oitizen ; that
we protest againat the cowardly, despotic, inhuman, and
nccursed set of the banishment of C. I, Vallandigham ;
and that we recommeond A sus ion of hostilities and the
holding of & convention to setile the manner of recognising
the contending sections, And the weeting, in addition to
the adoption of thees resolutions, recommended (ho ap-
pointment of a Stats Genersl Committes to eall future
Conventions of the Peace Demoorats.

FROM MEXICO,

New York, JUNE 2—The French Travsport Le Fin-
inerve, from Vera Cruz on the 19¢h ultimo, arrived this
afternoon. Her oaptain doubts 1he capture of Pasbls, n
dates from Puebls to the 16th of May, recoived st Vern
Cruz represonted the Mexicans as t boldiog half of
Poebls, and so strongly fortified that it would take & long
time to capture thew

THE WAR IN LOUISIANA.

Our readers were informed yesterday that Port Hudsoo,
on the Mississippi river, was about to be invested by the
Usion forees, sod that ou the 21st ultimo Gen. Augur's

division was engaged iu & nine bours' fight with the enemy.
The battle-field was Port Hudsoo Plaine, fuur miles io the
rear of Port Hudson. The rebels had one brigade of io-
Iuntry sogaged, besides two batteries aud & considersble
foroe of cavalry. 7They had ambuscaded st every outlet
from the plaine, but were finally deloated, and our ¢ p
bivouscked for the night oa the field of battle. Our loss
io killed is twelve, and wounded fifty-six. The 116th New
York and 20 Louisiana suffered the most.

UEN. HANKS MOVING ON PORT,HUDSON,

The steawer Geo. Cromwell srrived st New York yes-
terdsy morsiog with thiee days later uews.

‘l‘ln_Nur Orleans Eca of the 27th ultimo eontsins the
following :

‘ Gen. Banks moved down Red river with his army and
croseed to Bayou Sara, thence (o Port Hudson, where he
united his forces with Gen. Auvgur's. The guubosts, under
Admiral Farragut, were to move up on the 24th. The mor-
tar fleet opened upon Port Hudeon on the night of the
241k, silencing several of the enemy's guns. Port Hudson
18 now, therefure, closely besieyed sud bemmed in, and the
fall of thie” stronghold will be speedy, even should Gen.
Bauks not order an ssasult on the works. Col, Grierson
is co-operating with Gen. Bauks. The garrison at Port
Hudson is estimated st about ten thoussnd, scantily sup-
plied with provisions.”

Soventy-five prisoners arrived at New Orleans on the
206th from Baton Rouge, ameng whom is ex-Governor
Wickliffo, who was eaptured nesr Port Hudsou,

EXPLOIT OF COL. GRIERSOR'S COMMAND.

Prior to the advance of Gen. Augur the famous eavalr
of Col. Grierson had severed the ruilroad aud telegra Iai'::r
communication betweeu Port Hudson and Clinten 'lrhey
started at au early hour on the moruing of the 13th ultimo,
Whea a little way above the Pinine, they came upon the
rebel eavalry drove them in before thew. Arriving
uear the railroad, about s huodred hesd of cattle and &
rebel camp, with tents pitched, were discovered, the
whole under a strong guard. “ Charge!" waa the order,
and in about five winutes several of the enemy bit the
dust; others were wouuded, the tents were burned up,
and & battalion uuder Capt. Pierce was on its way to the
railrosd. When they reaebed it the men dismounted, tore
up the rails, which were uf flat iron, dug up the sleepers,
and burned buth for sbout three bundred yards. The tele
ph wires were cut fur some distance, and then the cav-
alry retired. No trestle work or bridge was near the
pont, or they would bave been destroyed. As it is, it will
take some tune to repair the damsge. A fores of nine
hundred infantry, two anies of fying artillery, and a
regiment of cavalry was formed against Col. Grierson's
command, but as Gen. Dudley did not advance the infantry
above the Plains, three miles below, be did not the
enemy. From deserters and prisoners it was found that
there was s considerable lorce at Clinton. ra were
foupnd which made 1t certsin, both that the rebels bad
made soms preparations for evacuating the fortifications,
and also that they had massed troops near Clinton.

RAID OF THE FIRST TEXAS CAVALRY,

The First Texas Cavalry, under the command of Col.
Davis, supported by iofautry, bad made & foray, attended
with succesaful results, slong the line of the Jsckson rsil-
road through esstern Louisiana into Miassissippi.

The expedition left the Amite river on the 12th ultimo.
They marched to Tickfaw, (La.) defeatiog a rebel force
posted to oppose them ; pressed on to Pontchatoula, some
fifteen wiles north, where they struck thé Jackson road,
and, continuing slong this rosd, finally reached Cump
Moore, some twenty miles south of Summit, Mississipp:.
At this place the enemy, who had been driven in eonfusion
st sll points, fired their buildings and again retreated. A
caisson and forge cowplele were rolled into s burning
building, where they were consumed. Col, Davia, arriv-
ing shortly after, burned a large depot building, together
with & large aud costly bridge over the Tangipaho river.
In his march be bad destroyed every bridge, railroad sta-
tion, and all other rebel proser:y within lLis resch. A
large number of cars and one fine engine wers also destroy -
ed, while the railroad was torn up for s long distance. At
Tudependence a ear factory, containing u large nnmber of
unfinished gun-carringes, a battery wagon, and eight cars,
waa bumu{ Near Tickfaw be found a Confederate shoe
fuctory, a taunery, and several saw and grist unlls, all of
which were burned. At Hsmwmond Station olber mills and
& tannery were disposed of in the same way. At Ponteha-
touls two rebel eawps, consisting of about fifty board and
log houses, were reduced-to ashes.

During the expedition Col. Davis's forces eneountered
the famous Choctaw battalion, or at least all that remain-
ed, uumbenung as near s could be uscertained twenty eight
wen. Beventeen of thew were taken, including ope whits
lieutenant, and one sergeant, and oue corporal. The rest
made good their escape. These Chootaws were nominal-
ly under command of a Confederate msjor, who does not
lrpur to bave made wuch beadway in o: gizing the red-
skins—the highest number he is reported 10 bave had be-
ing about one bundred aud filty, and most of these had
beoll'l ecured out of the conntry by Col. Grierson’s famous
exploits.

THE CAPTURE OF ALEXANDRIA,

Our New Orlesns files (arnish us full particulars of the
enpture of Alexandria, on the Red river, by Admiral Por-
ter,and its subsequent occupation, May 6, by Gen. Banks
No opposition was offered to the ocenpation of the towu,
the uuthoritien falling in at orce with the fordera of our
commanders. Iu advancing from Opelousas Gen. Banks's
forces discovered at all points large quantities of cotton,

.| which the enewyin their flight had not been able to remove

or destroy.  Large quantitiea of sugar and molasses also
fell into our possession.
COTTON, SUGAR, ETC. AT NEW ORLEANS,

The arrivals of eotton at New Orlesns from the Ope-
lousas country, liberated by Gen. Banks's advance, eon-
tinue to increase. For the week oading May 22 the re-
ceipts were 2,492 bales, making the stock on hand and on
ahipboard at that time 5,516 bales. The receipte of sugar
and molasses ure nleo inereasing, amounting during the
week ending on the 22d nltimo to 820 hogsheade of sugar
and 2,006 barrels of molssses, New crop sugnr in selling
at 74 cents lor common and 9 & 94 cents for fair. The re-
eaipts of flour st New Orlesns during the week above
mentioned reached 5,420 barrels, while the arrivals of eorn,
oats, & e, were correspondingly large,

ARREST OF THE REBEI GOVERNOR,
Gavernor Moore, of Louisiana, was arrested some weeks
since by the Provost Marshal of Plaquewines parish, (La.)
nnd taken to New Orleans, where he remsing in military
care. The Era says:

““The eapture of Thomas O Moore, the itinerant Gov
ernor of this State, next to that of Alexsnder Mouton,
18 probably the most important that could have besn made.
He bus been a llor of tremson for a
number of years, snd 1t is just and proper that he soad men
of his stawmp should be hsld to n striet w‘ity for

the evila they have contributed to bring upon thi F
State, nnd this eountry.” ST S i

TS con

ARREST OF EX-GOVERNOR MOUTON.

Ex-Governor Mouton bas also boeu arrested. This ar-
rest was made on the 20 of May by the Provost Marshal
General. The Era iays :

“ The Ex-Governor waa arrested st bis

millionville, about « home, near Ver

oné o'clock in the afternoon. He ex-
h - some ul\'prm:i but mads no resistance,

outon was, apparently, nuaware of any d o moles-
fation, s be wan at home surreunded rhy.m"laty and
negroes, apparently unconscious of the fact that he had
ever counselled and plotied treason sgainst his Govern-
ment. He was given & reasonable time 1n which to make
hia rrrpanli"ul fur leaving home, when the provost mar

shal brought bim to the city. One sery :
to ncoompany him to this pluce.” ant was permitted

EMANCIPATION IN LOUISIAFA.
On the 12th ultimo Gen, Shepley, Military Governor of
Louisiana, issued the following general order, (No.22,) de-

oluring inoperative the State law prohibiting the emanc -
pation of slaves :

STATE 0¥ Lowisiana, Exgcorive DepParTMENT,
: New Orleans, May 12, 1563,

1. The net of the Legislature of the State of Louisiana,
approved March 6, 1257, entitled * an set to probibit the
emmplpatruu of sliver," never having been adopted or
sauctioned by the wilitary authorities, and being incon-
siatont with the principles which control the poliey of the
Government, is hersby declared to hive [
foree or ?ﬂwl ai;’aca ;hn oeoupation of Louisiana the
foreos of the United States, on the 25
A.D. 1=62 D% "

Sinee the sauid cecupation all owners persons legal
employed to not in the place of such own:‘n.fﬂ“- u:z
liad, and whall continue to have, the right to smancipata
their slaves, on p:tei'r‘iluu to any court of record

2. Any person an & alave and being 1...' | i
to frecdomfmay bring & uit for s or her freadess 1 aoy
eourt of r 0rd aga n t the person claiming or holding hia

or her as & slave.
By order of Hrig. Gen. , ‘. Mi
e LW“_“‘:‘: en. G. F. Buerrey, Miltary Go-
JAMES F. Mitrew, A A Genoral
Goo. Burnside has taken the Hald tablishing bi
headquarters at Hickman Bridge, Ker;td.:t;.' f.:n' b:
WUt & matice to Gen. Bragy that if he carriss out his

threst of retaliation 1. of spi i
Mang rebel ufficers. | ° Making of spies that be wilk




